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Study Focus 

Research Questions 

Findings 

Centering the strengths and assets of our 
intergenerational community-driven participatory action 
research (CPAR) team, this multi-modal narrative 
research study uses arts-based methodologies to 
investigate how Drexel University’s Writers Room, a 
university-community literary arts program and 
specifically its TRIPOD multimedia storytelling project, 
may influence civic engagement and community-driven 
civic innovation. 

Multi-modal qualitative narrative research data 
collection strategy including the following data 
sources: 
1) Photovoice methodologies (Schell et al., 2009) 
2) Semi-structured interviews and focus groups 
3) Participant-observation from participation in 
the TRIPOD program 
4) Document analysis of Writers Room’s archives 

Methods 

Research Question 1: How does intergenerational 
arts programming strengthen civic engagement and 
civic innovation for long-term and sustainable impact? 

Research Question 2: How does intergenerational 
arts programming catalyze community-driven civic 
innovation towards transformative solutions? 

This research lays the groundwork to advance 
the field's knowledge of how a place-based 
multi-modal collaborative arts program: 
● Creates intergenerational relationships, 

binding those of diverse backgrounds, 
educations, ages, religions, races, and 
genders together. 

● Promotes civic engagement and action 

Arts-centered civic 
innovation programming 
led by intergenerational 

collectives can 
strengthen civic 
engagement and 

encourage transformative 
solutions to community- 

identified challenges. 

For more information, contact 
joyedlab@drexel.edu 

Theoretical Framework 

Community Cultural Wealth (Yosso, 2005) 

mailto:joyedlab@drexel.edu




As an intergenerational community-driven participatory action research 
(CPAR) study, the aim of this project is to provide avenues in which 
researchers and participants can address social justice issues and civic 
engagement through arts-based methodologies. We will produce an 
interactive popup exhibition (based on conference space, exhibitor 
guidelines, and budget) which will invite conference participants to learn 
about our core work including arts-based projects and community-driven 
civic innovation in order to prompt input that we may be incorporated into 
our toolkit. 

Background 

Goal 1) To explore how intergenerational arts programming might strengthen 
civic engagement and civic innovation for long-term and sustainable impact. 

Goal 2) To explore how intergenerational arts programming might catalyze 
community-driven civic innovation towards transformative solutions. 

Goal 3) To examine how situating elders as leaders of CPAR research 
projects positions them to investigate social justice issues through 
arts-based methods in their communities and influences the direction of the 
research. 

Research Questions and Objectives 

High Level Brief 
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A10 Anthology 
Intergenerational programs 
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