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What is the background for this study? 
This study explores how young individuals aged 18-25 in the 
Midwest, or Heartland, of the United States perceive and 
engage in civic mobility within their communities. Using a 
mixed-methods approach, the investigation examines how 
these young people interact with civic life through their 
community organizations and institutions and how they 
experience upward or downward movement within their 
civic ecosystems. 

What are the research questions? 
This study includes one primary research question and three 
secondary questions. The overarching research question is: 
How do young people in the Heartland of the United States 
conceptualize and experience civic mobility? The secondary 
research questions include: 

1. What types of institutions, organizations, structures, 
processes, and networks make up the civic ecosystems of young people? 

2. How do young people observe, participate in, and learn about civic engagement? 

3. How does access to civic opportunities influence civic mobility for young people?  

What data and methods are used in this study? 
This study uses a mixed-methods design, including semi-structured interviews and an online survey using a 
convenience sample of young people ages 18-25 in seven Midwestern states (Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, and South Dakota). The sample includes young people in rural, suburban, 
and urban areas representing a range of racial, ethnic, gender, sexual orientation, religion, and economic 
backgrounds. 

In Year 1, the Principal Investigator and a team of five undergraduate researchers co-create an interview guide 
to pilot in Nebraska’s rural, suburban, and urban areas. Recruitment for interviews is primarily done through 
higher education institutions and community organizations using e-mail and social media. The survey is 
conducted through Qualtrics, and the interviews are conducted using Zoom. 

The research team then transcribes and codes the interviews using Atlas.ti web to identify emergent themes and 
to inform a new version of the interview guide to be implemented in Years 2 and 3 with new participants and a 
subsample of participants from Year 1. The findings from these interviews will inform a longitudinal survey 
instrument to examine civic mobility over time. 

Study At-A-Glance 

Study Title  

Examining Youth Civic Mobility in the 
Heartland 

Researcher  

Jodi Benenson, PhD 

Grant Cohort 2022 

Timeline 2022-2025 

Study Location Omaha, Nebraska 

Study Topic Area(s)  

Volunteering, Nonprofit Studies, and 
National Service 

Youth Development 

Traditional 
Research Approach 



Produced and published at U.S. taxpayer expense Last Updated: June 2024 

What are potential opportunities to apply study findings and/or build on this research?  
The study has three key implications for the field of civic engagement. First, it increases understanding of how 
young people in the Midwest conceptualize and experience civic mobility. This information can guide measures 
to enhance civic access and opportunity for young people in the Heartland. Individuals, organizations, and 
policymakers working toward civic equity in the US can use these insights.  

Second, the findings center on the voices and experiences of young people in the Midwest, a part of the country 
where inequities exist regarding young people's participation in civic engagement. The study notes that the 
region has great promise and diversity in civic measures such as education, elections, and the potential for 
youth influence on elections and community civic culture.  

Third, the study's findings can inform measures for civic mobility in the US. AmeriCorps can use study findings to 
understand how young people perceive civic engagement, how to increase access and opportunity for young 
people in the Heartland, how to recruit and retain participants in AmeriCorps programs, and to better 
understand how increased access to civic opportunities may influence the lives of young people in the US. The 
study lays the groundwork for future research that focuses on understanding how civic mobility affects young 
people's social, economic, and political outcomes over time. 

For more information on the study: 

Study 
Website Home | Civic Mobility (civicengagementresearch.com) 

Study 
Contact(s) Jodi Benenson Associate Professor University of Nebraska Omaha jbenenson@unomaha.edu  

 

About AmeriCorps Office of Research and Evaluation Research Grants 
AmeriCorps Office of Research and Evaluation holds grant competitions to foster scholarly research on civic health, address 
knowledge gaps in civic engagement and volunteerism, and identify new ideas and methodological approaches to service. 

• Learn more about AmeriCorps Office of Research and Evaluation Research Grants. 
• See a Snapshot of Research Grantee Activities and Insights. 
• Explore the AmeriCorps Open Data Research Grantee Dataset. 

About the Office of Research and Evaluation 
The AmeriCorps Office of Research and Evaluation assists AmeriCorps and its partners in collecting, analyzing, and disseminating 
data and insights about AmeriCorps programs and civic life in America. For more information on this study and other studies funded 
by AmeriCorps Office of Research and Evaluation, please contact evaluation@americorps.gov. 

About AmeriCorps 
AmeriCorps, the federal agency for national service and volunteerism, provides opportunities for Americans to serve their country 
domestically, address the nation’s most pressing challenges, improve lives and communities, and strengthen civic engagement. Each 
year, the agency places more than 200,000 AmeriCorps members and AmeriCorps Seniors volunteers in intensive service roles; and 
empowers millions more to serve as long-term, short-term, or one-time volunteers. Learn more at AmeriCorps.gov. 
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https://data.americorps.gov/National-Service/AmeriCorps-Research-Grantee-Dataset/hznm-uizi/about_data
https://americorps.gov/sites/default/files/document/2021_05_12_OfficeofResearchandEvaluationOne-Pager_ORE.pdf
mailto:evaluation@americorps.gov
https://americorps.gov/

	University of Nebraska at Omaha
	Examining Youth Civic Mobility in the Heartland
	What is the background for this study?
	What are the research questions?
	What data and methods are used in this study?





Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		ORE Research grantee study summary_Nebraska Omaha_06172024_final_508.pdf




		Report created by: 

		CCastro

		Organization: 

		




 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 0

		Passed manually: 2

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 0

		Passed: 30

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top


[image: CommonLook Logo]


CommonLook PDF Compliance Report


Generated by CommonLook®PDF


Name of Verified File:


ORE Research grantee study summary_Nebraska Omaha_06172024_final_508.pdf


Date Verified:


Tuesday, July 2, 2024


Results Summary:


Number of Pages: 2


Total number of tests requested: 50


Total of Failed statuses: 0


Total of Warning statuses: 9


Total of Passed statuses: 106


Total of User Verify statuses: 0


Total of Not Applicable statuses: 16


Structural Results


Structural Results


		Index		Checkpoint		Status		Reason		Comments





Accessibility Results



Section 508


		Index		Checkpoint		Status		Reason		Comments





  
  
WCAG 2.0


		Index		Checkpoint		Status		Reason		Comments





  
  
PDF/UA 1.0


		Index		Checkpoint		Status		Reason		Comments






HHS


		Index		Checkpoint		Status		Reason		Comments






    HHS (2018 regulations)


    		Serial		Page No.		Element Path		Checkpoint Name		Test Name		Status		Reason		Comments

		1				Doc		Additional Checks		1. Special characters in file names		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		2				Doc		Additional Checks		2. Concise file names		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		3						Section A: All PDFs		A1. Is the PDF tagged?		Passed		Tags have been added to this document.		

		4				MetaData		Section A: All PDFs		A2. Is the Document Title filled out in the Document Properties?		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		5				MetaData		Section A: All PDFs		A3. Is the correct language of the document set?		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		6				Doc		Section A: All PDFs		A4. Did the PDF fully pass the Adobe Accessibility Checker?		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		7		1		Doc,Tags->0->0->5,Tags->0->0->6		Section A: All PDFs		A6. Are accurate bookmarks provided for documents greater than 9 pages?		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		8				Doc		Section A: All PDFs		A7. Review-related content		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		9		1,2		Tags		Section A: All PDFs		A8. Logically ordered tags		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		10						Section A: All PDFs		A10. Role mapped custom tags		Passed		Passed Role Map tests.		

		11		1,2		Tags->0->0->9->4->0->4,Tags->0->0->9->6->0->0,Tags->0->0->14->0->67,Tags->0->0->15->0->260,Tags->0->0->19->0->9,Tags->0->0->19->0->66,Tags->0->0->19->0->223,Tags->0->0->20->4->0->3,Tags->0->0->20->7->0,Tags->0->0->21->0->0->4,Tags->0->0->21->1->0->0,Tags->0->0->21->1->0->125,Tags->0->0->21->2->1->1->1,Tags->0->0->21->2->2->1->1,Tags->0->0->21->4->2->5,Tags->0->0->21->4->2->76,Tags->0->0->21->4->2->156,Tags->0->0->21->4->3,Tags->0->0->21->5->0->4,Tags->0->0->21->6->0->0,Tags->0->0->21->6->0->38,Tags->0->0->21->6->0->227,Tags->0->0->21->6->0->243,Tags->0->0->21->6->1		Section A: All PDFs		A11. Text correctly formatted		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		12						Section A: All PDFs		A12. Paragraph text		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		13						Section A: All PDFs		A13. Resizable text		Passed		Text can be resized and is readable.		

		14				Pages->0,Pages->1		Section B: PDFs containing Color		B1. Color alone		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		15				Doc		Section B: PDFs containing Color		B2. Color contrast		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		16						Section C: PDFs containing Links		C1. Tagged links		Passed		All link annotations are placed along with their textual description in a Link tag.		

		17		2		Tags->0->0->20->2->0->2,Tags->0->0->20->7->0->2,Tags->0->0->21->2->0->1->1->0,Tags->0->0->21->2->1->1->1->0,Tags->0->0->21->2->2->1->1->0,Tags->0->0->21->4->1->3,Tags->0->0->21->4->3->3,Tags->0->0->21->6->1->3		Section C: PDFs containing Links		C2. Distinguishable Links		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		18		2		Tags->0->0->20->2->0,Tags->0->0->20->7->0,Tags->0->0->21->2->0->1->1,Tags->0->0->21->2->1->1->1,Tags->0->0->21->2->2->1->1,Tags->0->0->21->4->1,Tags->0->0->21->4->3,Tags->0->0->21->6->1		Section C: PDFs containing Links		C3. Understandable Links		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		19						Section D: PDFs containing Images		D1. Images in Figures		Passed		Paths, XObjects, Form XObjects and Shadings are included in Figures, Formula or Artifacted.		

		20		1		Tags->0->0->0,Tags->0->0->1		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		21						Section D: PDFs containing Images		D3. Decorative Images		Passed		Paths, XObjects, Form XObjects and Shadings are included in Figures, Formula or Artifacted.		

		22		1		Tags->0->0->0,Tags->0->0->1		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D4. Complex Images		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		23		1		Tags->0->0->1->0,Artifacts->27->1		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D5. Images of text		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		24						Section D: PDFs containing Images		D6. Grouped Images		Passed		No Figures with semantic value only if grouped were detected in this document.		

		25						Section F: PDFs containing Lists		F1. List tags		Passed		All List elements passed.		

		26		1,2		Tags->0->0->12,Tags->0->0->21->2		Section F: PDFs containing Lists		F2. List items vs. visual layout		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		27		1,2		Tags->0->0->12,Tags->0->0->21->2		Section F: PDFs containing Lists		F3. Nested lists		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		28						Section G: PDFs containing Headings		G1. Visual Headings in Heading tags		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		29						Section G: PDFs containing Headings		G1. Visual Headings in Heading tags		Passed		All Visual Headings are tagged as Headings.		

		30						Section G: PDFs containing Headings		G2. Heading levels skipping		Passed		All Headings are nested correctly		

		31						Section G: PDFs containing Headings		G3 & G4. Headings mark section of contents		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		32						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H5. Tab order		Passed		All pages that contain annotations have tabbing order set to follow the logical structure.		

		33						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I1. Nonstandard glyphs		Passed		All nonstandard text (glyphs) are tagged in an accessible manner.		

		34		1,2		Tags->0->0->9->4->0->4,Tags->0->0->9->6->0->0,Tags->0->0->14->0->67,Tags->0->0->15->0->260,Tags->0->0->19->0->9,Tags->0->0->19->0->66,Tags->0->0->19->0->223,Tags->0->0->20->4->0->3,Tags->0->0->20->7->0,Tags->0->0->21->0->0->4,Tags->0->0->21->1->0->0,Tags->0->0->21->1->0->125,Tags->0->0->21->2->1->1->1,Tags->0->0->21->2->2->1->1,Tags->0->0->21->4->2->5,Tags->0->0->21->4->2->76,Tags->0->0->21->4->2->156,Tags->0->0->21->4->3,Tags->0->0->21->5->0->4,Tags->0->0->21->6->0->0,Tags->0->0->21->6->0->38,Tags->0->0->21->6->0->227,Tags->0->0->21->6->0->243,Tags->0->0->21->6->1		Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I3. Language for words and phrases		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		35						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I4. Table of Contents		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		36						Section A: All PDFs		A5. Is the document free from content that flashes more than 3 times per second?		Not Applicable		No elements that could cause flicker were detected in this document.		

		37						Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Not Applicable		No Formula tags were detected in this document.		

		38						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E1. Table tags		Not Applicable		No tables were detected in this document.		

		39						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E2. Table structure vs. visual layout		Not Applicable		No tables were detected in this document.		

		40						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E3. Table cells types		Not Applicable		No tables were detected in this document		

		41						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E4. Empty header cells		Not Applicable		No table header cells were detected in this document.		

		42						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E5. Merged Cells		Not Applicable		No tables were detected in this document.		

		43						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E6. Header scope		Not Applicable		No simple tables were detected in this document.		

		44						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E7. Headers/IDs		Not Applicable		No complex tables were detected in this document.		

		45						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H1. Tagged forms		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		46						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H2. Forms tooltips		Not Applicable		No form fields were detected in this document.		

		47						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H3. Tooltips contain requirements		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		48						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H4. Required fields		Not Applicable		No Form Fields were detected in this document.		

		49						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I2. OCR text		Not Applicable		No raster-based images were detected in this document.		

		50						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I5. TOC links		Not Applicable		No Table of Contents (TOCs) were detected in this document.		

		51						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I6. References and Notes		Not Applicable		No internal links were detected in this document		

		52						Section A: All PDFs		A9. Tagged content		Warning		CommonLook created 14 artifacts to hold untagged text/graphical elements.		

		53		2		Tags->0->0->20->2->0->2,Tags->0->0->20->7->0->2,Tags->0->0->21->2->0->1->1->0,Tags->0->0->21->2->1->1->1->0,Tags->0->0->21->2->2->1->1->0,Tags->0->0->21->4->1->3,Tags->0->0->21->4->3->3,Tags->0->0->21->6->1->3		Section C: PDFs containing Links		C3. Understandable Links		Warning		Link Annotation doesn't define the Contents attribute.		






    

    WCAG 2.1


    		Index		Checkpoint		Status		Reason		Comments







  
Checkpoint Description:


		Checkpoint Name 		Checkpoint Description






