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This study brings together Hmong educators, community

experts, teaching artists, and youth from California, Study Title
Minnesota, and Wisconsin. This coalition explores how Lub Zej Zog: Hmong Educators Coalition
community-directed designs can facilitate educational Project
transformation with the goals of sustaining Hmong language
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and cultural knowledge, arts- and language-based healing
related to intergenerational trauma, and intergenerational Jenna Cushing-Leubner, PhD
educational projects that bring community to the classroom. Chong Moua, PhD

This study is a continuation of a preexisting 4-year

K M , PhD
participatory design research study and focuses on phases aczong lMouavangsod

of actionable dissemination through collaborations with Choua Xiong, PhD

practitioners, policymakers, youth, and emerging Hmong Vicky Xiong-Lor, EAD

scholars of the Lub Zej Zog Project. Grant Cohort 2022

What are the research questions? Timeline 2022-2023

The purpose of this study is to explore how Hmong Study Location Madison, Wisconsin;
educators, youth, and community members come to identify Minneapolis/St. Paul Metro area,
civic infrastructure that resonates with their identities and Minnesota; and Fresno, California
how their engagement can shape new forms of civic Study Topic Area(s)

infrastructure and strengthen community. The primary
research question for the study is: In what ways can
community-directed designs, such as those of this coalition Community Development

of Hmong educators, strengthen civic infrastructure and Education Across the Life Course
increase civic engagement among people typically assumed
to be recipients, rather than makers, of civic life and
infrastructure?

Arts and Culture

Immigrants, Immigration, & Refugees
Social Equity

Youth Development
Who are your community partners?

The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater is partnered with MN Zej Zog, a majority Hmong-led 501¢3 nonprofit
community organization with the mission of language reclamation, arts-based healing, and intergenerational
education with, by, and for the Hmong community. Its anchor community partner is Pang Yang, a leader for
Hmong heritage language reclamation and educational transformation, and Executive Director of MN Zej Zog.

How are community members engaged in the research to action process?

The research team is composed of university faculty, Hmong educators, Hmong youth, Hmong elders, and
emerging Hmong scholars, including community and academic researchers across California, Minnesota, and
Wisconsin. The research team and coalition members collaboratively develop and finalize academic
dissemination plans and scholarship, create educational and professional development resources for summer
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camp and classroom settings, and craft and implement a community action plan. The community action plan
supports the implementation of heritage language and Hmong studies education in classrooms in over 25
elementary and secondary schools and four higher education institutions across study locations. School and
district administrators connected to the Lub Zej Zog Project support grade-level and school-wide
implementation of community-connected learning materials. An existing community review board, including
Hmong educators, youth workers, youth, and parents, also provides support for implementation.

What data and methods are used in this study?

This study draws from curricular content analysis, ethnographic language policy analysis, and ripple effect
mapping to analyze data in the form of curricular projects, community-youth partnership projects, storywork
sessions, and ripple effect maps. These data are analyzed using participatory analysis, engaging community
researchers and emerging Hmong scholars.

How does this research translate to community action?

This study supports coalition members in translating scholarship into youth-led participatory action research
projects based in Lub Zej Zog practitioner classrooms, facilitating opportunities for Hmong students and
practitioners to build or grow civic infrastructure in their communities. This study also promotes mentorship and
support systems across the coalition and provides educational and professional development opportunities to
emerging Hmong scholars.

What are potential opportunities to apply study findings and/or build on this research?

Through this study, the research team and coalition members reflect on questions of participation and
involvement regarding internal community dynamics and questions of sovereign refusal and grassroots
participation. This research builds on our understanding of civic infrastructure and how it strengthens
communities, with a particular focus on how civic engagement strengthens networks and makes them visible in
ways that promote lateral expansion and engagement across internal community identity and affiliation groups.

For more information on the study:

Study .

Website MN Ze{ Zog

Study Jenna Cushing- . University of

Contact Leubner, PhD Assistant Professor Wisconsin-Whitewater Eushing@uww.edu |

About AmeriCorps Office of Research and Evaluation Research Grants
AmeriCorps Office of Research and Evaluation holds grant competitions to foster scholarly research on civic health, address
knowledge gaps in civic engagement and volunteerism, and identify new ideas and methodological approaches to service.

e  Learn more about AmeriCorps Office of Research and Evaluation Research Grants.
e  See a Snapshot of Research Grantee Activities and Insights.
e  Explore the AmeriCorps Open Data Research Grantee Dataset.

About the Office of Research and Evaluation

The AmeriCorps Office of Research and Evaluation assists AmeriCorps and its partners in collecting, analyzing, and disseminating
data and insights about AmeriCorps programs and civic life in America. For more information on this study and other studies funded
by AmeriCorps Office of Research and Evaluation, please contact evaluation@americorps.gov.

About AmeriCorps

AmeriCorps, the federal agency for national service and volunteerism, provides opportunities for Americans to serve their country
domestically, address the nation’s most pressing challenges, improve lives and communities, and strengthen civic engagement. Each
year, the agency places more than 200,000 AmeriCorps members and AmeriCorps Seniors volunteers in intensive service roles; and
empowers millions more to serve as long-term, short-term, or one-time volunteers. Learn more at AmeriCorps.gov.

Produced and published at U.S. taxpayer expense Last Updated: June 2024


https://sites.google.com/view/mnzejzog
https://americorps.gov/sites/default/files/document/What%20is%20a%20Research%20Grant_053023_final_508.pdf
https://www.americorps.gov/grantees-sponsors/research-evaluation/grantee-profiles
https://data.americorps.gov/National-Service/AmeriCorps-Research-Grantee-Dataset/hznm-uizi/about_data
https://americorps.gov/sites/default/files/document/2021_05_12_OfficeofResearchandEvaluationOne-Pager_ORE.pdf
mailto:evaluation@americorps.gov
https://americorps.gov/
cushingj@uww.edu

	University of Wisconsin–Whitewater
	Lub Zej Zog: Hmong Educators Coalition Project
	What is the background for this study?
	What are the research questions?
	Who are your community partners?
	How are community members engaged in the research to action process?
	What data and methods are used in this study?
	How does this research translate to community action?
	What are potential opportunities to apply study findings and/or build on this research?






Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		ORE research grantee study summary__Wisconsin Whitewater_06062024_final_508.pdf









		Report created by: 

		CCastro



		Organization: 

		







 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 3



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed manually		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top




[image: CommonLook Logo]CommonlLook








CommonLook PDF Compliance Report



Generated by CommonLook®PDF



Name of Verified File:



ORE research grantee study summary__Wisconsin Whitewater_06062024_final_508.pdf



Date Verified:



Tuesday, July 2, 2024



Results Summary:



Number of Pages: 2



Total number of tests requested: 50



Total of Failed statuses: 0



Total of Warning statuses: 11



Total of Passed statuses: 168



Total of User Verify statuses: 0



Total of Not Applicable statuses: 16



Structural Results



Structural Results





  

  

    		Index

    		Checkpoint

    		Status

    		Reason

    		Comments



  




Accessibility Results





Section 508





  

  

    		Index

    		Checkpoint

    		Status

    		Reason

    		Comments



  




  

  

WCAG 2.0





  

  

    		Index

    		Checkpoint

    		Status

    		Reason

    		Comments



  




  

  

PDF/UA 1.0





  

  

    		Index

    		Checkpoint

    		Status

    		Reason

    		Comments



  






HHS





  

  

    		Index

    		Checkpoint

    		Status

    		Reason

    		Comments



  






    HHS (2018 regulations)



     		Serial		Page No.		Element Path		Checkpoint Name		Test Name		Status		Reason		Comments

		1				Doc		Additional Checks		1. Special characters in file names		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		2				Doc		Additional Checks		2. Concise file names		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		3						Section A: All PDFs		A1. Is the PDF tagged?		Passed		Tags have been added to this document.		

		4				MetaData		Section A: All PDFs		A2. Is the Document Title filled out in the Document Properties?		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		5				MetaData		Section A: All PDFs		A3. Is the correct language of the document set?		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		6				Doc		Section A: All PDFs		A4. Did the PDF fully pass the Adobe Accessibility Checker?		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		7						Section A: All PDFs		A6. Are accurate bookmarks provided for documents greater than 9 pages?		Passed		Bookmarks are logical and consistent with Heading Levels.		

		8				Doc		Section A: All PDFs		A7. Review-related content		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		9		1,2		Tags		Section A: All PDFs		A8. Logically ordered tags		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		10						Section A: All PDFs		A10. Role mapped custom tags		Passed		Passed Role Map tests.		

		11		1,2		Tags->0->0->2->0,Tags->0->0->6->0->0,Tags->0->0->6->0->3,Tags->0->0->6->0->5,Tags->0->0->8->0->520,Tags->0->0->8->0->523,Tags->0->0->8->0->527,Tags->0->0->9->2->0->0,Tags->0->0->9->2->0->4,Tags->0->0->9->2->0->7,Tags->0->0->9->4->0->4,Tags->0->0->9->4->0->10,Tags->0->0->9->5->0->0,Tags->0->0->9->5->0->4,Tags->0->0->9->6->0->0,Tags->0->0->9->6->0->6,Tags->0->0->9->7->0->0,Tags->0->0->9->7->0->4,Tags->0->0->9->8->0->5,Tags->0->0->9->8->0->9,Tags->0->0->9->8->0->14,Tags->0->0->9->10->0->0,Tags->0->0->13->0->50,Tags->0->0->13->0->54,Tags->0->0->13->0->334,Tags->0->0->13->0->337,Tags->0->0->15->0->581,Tags->0->0->15->0->585,Tags->0->0->15->0->588,Tags->0->0->17->0->159,Tags->0->0->19->0->93,Tags->0->0->19->0->96,Tags->0->0->19->0->100,Tags->0->0->19->0->235,Tags->0->0->22->2->0,Tags->0->0->22->4->0->4,Tags->0->0->22->4->0->10,Tags->0->0->22->7->0,Tags->0->0->23->0->0->4,Tags->0->0->23->1->0->0,Tags->0->0->23->1->0->125,Tags->0->0->23->2->1->1->1,Tags->0->0->23->2->2->1->1,Tags->0->0->23->4->2->5,Tags->0->0->23->4->2->76,Tags->0->0->23->4->2->158,Tags->0->0->23->4->3,Tags->0->0->23->5->0->4,Tags->0->0->23->6->0->0,Tags->0->0->23->6->0->38,Tags->0->0->23->6->0->226,Tags->0->0->23->6->0->242,Tags->0->0->23->6->1		Section A: All PDFs		A11. Text correctly formatted		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		12						Section A: All PDFs		A12. Paragraph text		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		13						Section A: All PDFs		A13. Resizable text		Passed		Text can be resized and is readable.		

		14				Pages->0,Pages->1		Section B: PDFs containing Color		B1. Color alone		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		15				Doc		Section B: PDFs containing Color		B2. Color contrast		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		16						Section C: PDFs containing Links		C1. Tagged links		Passed		All link annotations are placed along with their textual description in a Link tag.		

		17		1,2		Tags->0->0->2->0->1,Tags->0->0->2->0->2,Tags->0->0->22->2->0->1,Tags->0->0->22->7->0->1,Tags->0->0->23->2->0->1->1->0,Tags->0->0->23->2->1->1->1->0,Tags->0->0->23->2->2->1->1->0,Tags->0->0->23->4->1->1,Tags->0->0->23->4->3->1,Tags->0->0->23->6->1->1		Section C: PDFs containing Links		C2. Distinguishable Links		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		18		1,2		Tags->0->0->2->0,Tags->0->0->22->2->0,Tags->0->0->22->7->0,Tags->0->0->23->2->0->1->1,Tags->0->0->23->2->1->1->1,Tags->0->0->23->2->2->1->1,Tags->0->0->23->4->1,Tags->0->0->23->4->3,Tags->0->0->23->6->1		Section C: PDFs containing Links		C3. Understandable Links		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		19						Section D: PDFs containing Images		D1. Images in Figures		Passed		Paths, XObjects, Form XObjects and Shadings are included in Figures, Formula or Artifacted.		

		20		1		Tags->0->0->0,Tags->0->0->1		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		21						Section D: PDFs containing Images		D3. Decorative Images		Passed		Paths, XObjects, Form XObjects and Shadings are included in Figures, Formula or Artifacted.		

		22		1		Tags->0->0->0,Tags->0->0->1		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D4. Complex Images		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		23		1		Tags->0->0->1->0,Artifacts->37->15		Section D: PDFs containing Images		D5. Images of text		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		24						Section D: PDFs containing Images		D6. Grouped Images		Passed		No Figures with semantic value only if grouped were detected in this document.		

		25						Section F: PDFs containing Lists		F1. List tags		Passed		All List elements passed.		

		26		2		Tags->0->0->23->2		Section F: PDFs containing Lists		F2. List items vs. visual layout		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		27		2		Tags->0->0->23->2		Section F: PDFs containing Lists		F3. Nested lists		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		28						Section G: PDFs containing Headings		G1. Visual Headings in Heading tags		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		29						Section G: PDFs containing Headings		G1. Visual Headings in Heading tags		Passed		All Visual Headings are tagged as Headings.		

		30						Section G: PDFs containing Headings		G2. Heading levels skipping		Passed		All Headings are nested correctly		

		31						Section G: PDFs containing Headings		G3 & G4. Headings mark section of contents		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		32						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H5. Tab order		Passed		All pages that contain annotations have tabbing order set to follow the logical structure.		

		33						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I1. Nonstandard glyphs		Passed		All nonstandard text (glyphs) are tagged in an accessible manner.		

		34		1,2		Tags->0->0->2->0,Tags->0->0->6->0->0,Tags->0->0->6->0->3,Tags->0->0->6->0->5,Tags->0->0->8->0->520,Tags->0->0->8->0->523,Tags->0->0->8->0->527,Tags->0->0->9->2->0->0,Tags->0->0->9->2->0->4,Tags->0->0->9->2->0->7,Tags->0->0->9->4->0->4,Tags->0->0->9->4->0->10,Tags->0->0->9->5->0->0,Tags->0->0->9->5->0->4,Tags->0->0->9->6->0->0,Tags->0->0->9->6->0->6,Tags->0->0->9->7->0->0,Tags->0->0->9->7->0->4,Tags->0->0->9->8->0->5,Tags->0->0->9->8->0->9,Tags->0->0->9->8->0->14,Tags->0->0->9->10->0->0,Tags->0->0->13->0->50,Tags->0->0->13->0->54,Tags->0->0->13->0->334,Tags->0->0->13->0->337,Tags->0->0->15->0->581,Tags->0->0->15->0->585,Tags->0->0->15->0->588,Tags->0->0->17->0->159,Tags->0->0->19->0->93,Tags->0->0->19->0->96,Tags->0->0->19->0->100,Tags->0->0->19->0->235,Tags->0->0->22->2->0,Tags->0->0->22->4->0->4,Tags->0->0->22->4->0->10,Tags->0->0->22->7->0,Tags->0->0->23->0->0->4,Tags->0->0->23->1->0->0,Tags->0->0->23->1->0->125,Tags->0->0->23->2->1->1->1,Tags->0->0->23->2->2->1->1,Tags->0->0->23->4->2->5,Tags->0->0->23->4->2->76,Tags->0->0->23->4->2->158,Tags->0->0->23->4->3,Tags->0->0->23->5->0->4,Tags->0->0->23->6->0->0,Tags->0->0->23->6->0->38,Tags->0->0->23->6->0->226,Tags->0->0->23->6->0->242,Tags->0->0->23->6->1		Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I3. Language for words and phrases		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		35						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I4. Table of Contents		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		36						Section A: All PDFs		A5. Is the document free from content that flashes more than 3 times per second?		Not Applicable		No elements that could cause flicker were detected in this document.		

		37						Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Not Applicable		No Formula tags were detected in this document.		

		38						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E1. Table tags		Not Applicable		No tables were detected in this document.		

		39						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E2. Table structure vs. visual layout		Not Applicable		No tables were detected in this document.		

		40						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E3. Table cells types		Not Applicable		No tables were detected in this document		

		41						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E4. Empty header cells		Not Applicable		No table header cells were detected in this document.		

		42						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E5. Merged Cells		Not Applicable		No tables were detected in this document.		

		43						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E6. Header scope		Not Applicable		No simple tables were detected in this document.		

		44						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E7. Headers/IDs		Not Applicable		No complex tables were detected in this document.		

		45						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H1. Tagged forms		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		46						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H2. Forms tooltips		Not Applicable		No form fields were detected in this document.		

		47						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H3. Tooltips contain requirements		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		48						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H4. Required fields		Not Applicable		No Form Fields were detected in this document.		

		49						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I2. OCR text		Not Applicable		No raster-based images were detected in this document.		

		50						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I5. TOC links		Not Applicable		No Table of Contents (TOCs) were detected in this document.		

		51						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I6. References and Notes		Not Applicable		No internal links were detected in this document		

		52						Section A: All PDFs		A9. Tagged content		Warning		CommonLook created 1 artifacts to hold untagged text/graphical elements.		

		53		1,2		Tags->0->0->2->0->1,Tags->0->0->2->0->2,Tags->0->0->22->2->0->1,Tags->0->0->22->7->0->1,Tags->0->0->23->2->0->1->1->0,Tags->0->0->23->2->1->1->1->0,Tags->0->0->23->2->2->1->1->0,Tags->0->0->23->4->1->1,Tags->0->0->23->4->3->1,Tags->0->0->23->6->1->1		Section C: PDFs containing Links		C3. Understandable Links		Warning		Link Annotation doesn't define the Contents attribute.		








    



    WCAG 2.1



    

        

            

                		Index

                		Checkpoint

                		Status

                		Reason

                		Comments

            



        

    







  

Checkpoint Description:





  

  

    		Checkpoint Name 

    		Checkpoint Description



	







